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The U.N. climate summit here in Cancun, Mexico, has been consumed this past week over Japan’s
announcement at one of the opening plenary sessions that they would not renew their emission
reduction pledges under the Kyoto Protocol once the first round of required carbon cuts expire in 2012.
This could mean the potential demise of the world’s only climate treaty with binding emission cuts, but

the reasoning of the Japanese leadership on this issue is practically unassailable.

What's more, by taking this position, Japan may also help to settle an issue that has been haunting
these talks for a decade: the standoff between those who want to hold onto the protocol’s crude
division of the world between developed and developing countries and those who want to move to a
framework that may be more in line with the reality of solving the problem
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